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For Poets and their Poetry






Poetry) {ifts the veil fvom the hidden beauty
of the world, and makes familiar objects be
as if they were ot familiar.

Percy Sbeﬂey






Poetry is the revelation of a feeling that the poet
believes to be interior and pevsona[ which
the reader recognizes as his own.

Sa[vatove

The great beauty of Poetry is, that it makes
every thing, every place, interesting.

]obn Keats

Poetry is the [anguage
in which man eaqa[oves his own amazewent . .
8aYs heaven and earth in one word . ..
speaks of himself and his predicament
as t(aougb for the first time.

ChistoWev Fry
Tor there is no heroic poem in the world but is at
bottow a biography, the [ife of a man; also,
it may be said, there is o [ife of a man,

faithfully vecorded, but is a heroic poem
of its sort, vbymeb or umbymeb.

Tbomas Car[;g[e

A poet is sonteone who is astonished 639 evemtbing.

Unknown






1f theve were no poetry on any day in the world,
poetry would be invented that day.
For there would be an intolerable Qunger.

Muviel Rukeysev

Reality only reveals itself when it is
illuminated by a vay of poetry.

Georges Braque
Painting is silent poetry.
Poetry is painting with the gift of speech.

Simonides

The most valuable of talents is never using
two words when one will do.

Thomas Jeffevson

Poetry... should strike the reader as a wording
of his own highest thoughts, and appear
alwost a remembrance.

]obn Keats

If Galileo had said in verse that the world moved,
the inquisition wn'gbt have let him alone.

Thowas Hardy






Poetry is at least an elegance and at wost a revelation.
Robert Fitzgerald
When you do things from your soul, you feel
a yiver moving in you, a joy.

Rumi

It does ot need that a poem should be [ong.
Every word was ovce a poem.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
Tmagination is the only weapon
in the war against rea[ity.
Jules de Gautier
Poetry is plucking at the heartstrings,
and making winsic with thewm.

Dennis Gabor

say as you think and speak it from your souls.

William Sbakespeave

Poetry is a [anguage paved down to its essentials.

Ezra Pound






At the touch of love everyone becomes a poet.

Plato

The artist does not tinker with the universe,
he vecreates it ont of his own experience
and understanding of [ife.

Henry Miller

Poetry begins in delight and ends in wisdom.

Robert Frost

Poetry is the deification of reality.
E0ith Sitwell

But words are things, and a small drop of ink,
Falling, [ike dew, upon a thought, produces
That which makes tbousanbs,
Pevbans wu'ﬂions, think.

Lord Byron

To feel most beantifully alive weans to be reading
something beautiful, ready always to
apprebend in the flow of language
the sudden flash of poetry.

Gaston Bachelard






No man was ever yet a great poet, without being
at the same time a profound philosopher.
For poetry s the blossom and the fragrance
of all human knowledge, human thoughts,
uman passions, ewtotions, [anguage.

Sammel Taylor Coleridge

Poetic power is great, strong as a primitive instinct;
it has its own unyie[bing betbms n itse[f
and breaks out as out of wountains.

Ranier Maria Rilke
The language beneath the language:
This is poetry.

Andrea Pacione

Poetry [ies its way to the truth.
Jobn Ciar0i

Poetry heals the wounds nflicted by reason.

Nowalis

Of our conﬂicts with others we make vbetoric,-
of our conflicts with ourselves we make poetry.

William Butler Yeats






The two most engaging powers of an author
are to make new things familiay,
and fawiliar things new.

Samme[ Jobnson

Howter has taught all other poets the
art of telling lies skillfully.

Avistotle

A ood poet’s wade as well as born.

Ben Jobnson

Poetry is not only dream and vision;
it is the skeleton architecture of our [ives.
1t [ays the foundations for a futuve of change,
a bridge across our fears of what
has never been before.

Auore Lorde

A wian should hear a [ittle music,
read a little poetry, and see a fine picture
every day of bis [ife, in order that worldly caves
may) not obliterate the sense of the Beautifu{ which
God has imp[anteb in the human soul.

Johann Wo[fgang von Goethe






Writing a book of poetry is [ike dropping a rose
peta[ down the Grand Canyon
and waiting for the echo.

Don Marquis

Poetry is the journal of a sea animal living
on land wanting to fly in the air.

Carl Sandburg

For poews are not, as peop[e tbink,,
simply emotions...they are experiences.
For the sake of a sing{e Poem...you must

understand animals, wmst feel how birds fly,
and know tbe gesture which small ﬂowevs
wake when tbey open in the morning.

Rainer Maria Rilke

Poetry i the universal [anguage which
the heart holds with nature and itse[f.

William Haz[itt

. poetry is something wiore scientific and serious than
istory, because poetry tends to give general
truths while bistom gives particu[ar facts.

Avistotle






Poetry is the thythwical creation of beauty in words.

Edgar Allan Poe

It is the {job of poetry to clean up our word-clogged
reality by creating silences around things

Stepben Mallarme

Poetry: the best words in the best order.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge

A poet daves be just so clear and no clearer...
He unzips the veil from beanty),
but does not remouve it.

E. B. White

Poetry which owes no wan anything, owes
nevertheless one debt — an image of the world
in which men can again beliewe.

Avchibald MacLeisb

Poetry is the way we help give name to the nameless
s0 it can be tbougbt. The fmtbest hovizons of our
hopes and fears ave cobbled by our poems, carved

from the rock excperiences of our daily [ives.

Audre Lorde






My poetry was born between the hill and the river,
it took its woice from the vain, and [ike the timber,
it steeped itself in the forests.

Pablo Neruda

Poetry is the art of uniting pleasure with truth.

Samme[ Joénson

A poew is a construction of inmer space.
Language is to inner space as light
is to material space.

Sven Birkerts

As naturally as the oak bears an acorn and
the wine a gourd, wan bears a poem,
either spoken or done.

Henry David Thoveau

Al good poetry is the spontaneous overflow of
powerful feelings: it takes its origin from
emotion recollected in tranquility.

William Wordsworth

Poetry is the utterance of deep and heart felt truth.
Edwin Hubbel Chapin






Poetry is not. the record of an event, it is an event.

Robert Lowell
Poetry is of so subtle a spivit, that in the pouring

out of one [anguage into another
it will evaporate.

]obn Denbam
Poets are soldiers that [iberate words from the
steadfast possession of definition.

Eli Khamarov

The poet Ooesn’t invent. He [istens.
Jean Coctean
Painting is poetry that is seen rather than felt,

and poetry is painting that is
elt vather than seen.

Leonardo 0a Vinci

... it is through poetry that we give nawe to those ideas
which ave until the poew, nameless and form[ess,
about to be bivthed, but alveady felt.

Audre Lorde






The crown of [iterature is poetry. The writer of prose
can only step aside when the poet passes.

W. Somerset Maugbam

A wsician wiust wake wiusic, an artist wiust paint,
a poet wust write, if he is to be ultimately
at peace with bimse[f.

AbY&ldel Mas[ow

Bring we all of your dreams,
You Oreamers..
Bring we all of your heart welodies
Tbat I may wrap téem
1 a blue cloud-cloth
Away from the too-rough fingers
Of the world.

Langston Hugbes

Poetry is an ovpban of silence. The words never
quite equa[ the experience belind them.

Charles simic

As to the puve mind all things ave pure, so to the
poetic mind all things ave poetical.

Henry W. Longfe“ow






The true pbi[oso]ober and the true poet are one,
and a beauty, which is tmtb, and a tmtb,
which is beautzg, is the aim of both.

Ra[;ob Waldo Emerson

Great poetry is always written by somebody
straining to go beyonb wbat be can 00.

Stepben Spender

Poetry mmst have sometbing in it that
is barbaric, vast and wilo.

Denis Diderot

Poetry is a way of taking life by the throat.
Robert Frost

Teach your childven poetry; it opens the mind,
[ends grace to wisdom and wakes the
heroic virtues berebitam

Sir Walter Scott

Poets and heroes are of the same race, the [atter
do what the former conceive.

A[pbonse Oe Lamartine






Poetry) is tbougbts that breatbe, and words that burn.
Tbomas Gray
We all write poews; it s simply that the poets
are the ones who write in words.

Joén Fowles

Poetry) is nearer to vital truth than bistov;g.

Plato

1 write poetry in order to [ive more fully.

Judith Rodriguez

You will find poetry nowhere unless
wou bring some with you.

]oubevt

We can on[;g appmacb the goos tbrougb poetry.

Tbomas Moore

The poet and the po[itician have this in common:
their greatuess depends on the courage with

which bey face the cba[[enges of [ife.
]obn Pitzgem[b Kennedy)






What the poet says has never been said before,
ut, once be bas sai it, bis readers recognize
its validity for themselves.

W. H. Auden

A poet’s work is to name the unnameable,
to point at frauds, to take sides, start avguments,
shape the world, and stop it going to sleep.

Salman Rushdie

Good poetry could not have been
otherwise written than it is.
The first time you hear it,
it sounds rather as if copied
out of sowe invisible tablet
in the Bternal wind than as if
arbitrarily composed by the poet.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Science sees signs; Poetry the thing signified.

Augustus and Julius Hare

Poetry) i when an emotion has founb its tbougbt
and the tbougbt has founb Woros.

Robert Frost






With we poetry has not been a purpose, but a passion.

Edgar Allan Poe

Poetry is the music of the soul, and, above all,
of great and feeling souls.

Voltaire

Writing a poem is 0iscovering.

Robevt Frost

Poetry is a vich, full-bodied whistle,
cracked ice crunching in pails,
the m'g{ﬂ: that numbs the [eaf,

the duel of two wightingales,
the sweet pea that has run wilo...

Boris Pasternak

Poetry is a packsack of invisible keepsakes.
Carl Sandburg

A poet is a bird of unearthly excellence, who escapes
fvom bis celestial realm and arrives in tbis world
warb[ing. If we do not cherish him, he spreads
bis wings and ﬂies back into his éome[anb.

Kablil Gibran






Poetry is a sword of lightning, ever unsheathed, which
consumies the scabbard that would contain it.

Percy Byssbe Sbe“e,‘g
Tbeve is not a pm'tic[e of [ife wbicé 00es
not bear poetry within it.

Gustave P[aubevt

Poetry i tmtb n its Sunday c[otbes.
Jose]ob Roux

.poetry was all written before time was,
and whenever we ave so finely organized that we
can penetrate into that region wheve the air is
music, we hear those primal warblings, and attempt
to write them down, but we lose ever and anon a
word, a verse, and substitute something of our
own and thus wiswrite the poen.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Poetry is ovdinary language vaised to the ntly power.

Paul Eng{e

Science is for those who learn; poetry, for those who know.

Josepb Roun






Poetry is the breath and finer spirit of all knowledge.
William Wordsworth

Tn the mouth of a competent speaker, the poem
is suddenly whole and alive, a spirit.
It transcends the austere silence of the page.
1f only for a moment, all chariot and whirlwind.

Jobn Pacb

1t is ifficult to get the news from poems
vet wien die miserably every day
for lack of what is found there.

William Carlos Williams

Poetry makes nothing happen. 1t survives
in the walley of its saying.

Maxine Kumin

Poetry is to prose as dancing is to walking.

]obn Wain

Poetry i finev and more pbi[osop[oica[ than bistor;g,'
for poetry expresses the um’versa[, and
history only the particular.

Avistotle






Poetry is an echo, asking a shadow to dance.
Carl sandburg
The office of poetry is not to wake us think
accurately, but feel truly.
Frederick William Robertson

Poetry should be great and unobtrusive,
a tbing which enters into one’s sou[, and
does mot startle it or amaze it with
itself, but with its subject.

]obn Keats

Poetry is truth dwelling in beauty.
Robert Gilfillan

A poem begins with a lump in the throat.
Robert Frost

The poet is a iar who a[wa;gs speaks the truth.

Jean Coctean

Poets ae the unacknowledged legislators of the worlo.

Percy Byssbe Sbe“e,‘g






Begin to weave and God will give you the thread.

German vaerb

A poet is a wightingale, who sits in darkness
ano sings to cbeer its owmn solitude
with sweet sounds.

Percy Byssbe S(ae“e,‘g
For wie, poetry is an impish attempt
to paint the color of the wind.

Maxcwell Bodenheim

To see the Sunmer Sk;g
Is Poetry), though never in a Book it [ie—
True Poems flee—

Ewily Dickinson
The sources of poetry are in the spirit
seeking completeness.

Murie Rukeyser

In tbe end, t[oe poent is not a tbing we see—
it is, rather, a light by which we may see—
and what we see is [ife.

Ro{)evt Penn Warren






Poetry, in the past, was the center of our society, but
wité modernity) it has vetreated to the outskirts.
1 think the exile of poetry is also the exile

of the best of humankind.

Octavio Paz

But, tﬁe natural world is the old viver that vuns
tbmugb evemtbing, and 1 think poets will
forever fish along its shores.

Mary Oliver

For rbyme the rudder is of verses, With wbicb,
[ike sbips tbey steer their courses.

Samue[ But[er

Poetry is not a profession, it is a destiny.

Mikhail Dudan

He who draws noble delights from sentiments of poetry
is 4 true poet, tbougb be has never written
a line i all his [ife.

George Sand

Everywhere T go T find that a poet has been there before we.

Sigmuno Frend






Cowte, vead to me sone poem,
Somte simple and heartfelt ay,
That shall soothe this vestless fee[ing,
And banish the tbougbts of 0ay).

Not from the grand old masters,
Not from the bards sublie,
Whose distant footsteps echo

Tbmugb tbe corridors of Time.

Read from some humbler poet,
Whose s01gs gusbeb fvom his beart,
As showers fmm the clonds of summer,
Or tears fvom the e;ge[ibs start;

Who, through long days of [abor,
And nights devoid of ease,
still heard in his soul the music
of wonderful melodies.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow



Quotes on Poets and Poetry
Mankind's Wisdow on Poetry
fvom Sbakespeare to Sbeﬁey

Poetry has soothed the mind, {ifteb the spirit and
nspired man to greatmess since thought began.
Tt is the song of the seasom,
the chill of the air, the vision of hope.

It is the inescapab{e weadow into which
we Tun when we have something to say),
sowe way) to fee{, sonte song to sing, someone to be.
Poetry has filled our [ives with weaning
and passion for as long as words have been words,
nay), longer, for as long as images have been
constructed and choreographed
into new forms, new insight, new vealities.

It is the condensation of thought and action and vision
to tbe most basic element wbicb 18 [ife itse{f.

In it, tmtb 18 18 commmnicated m tbe on{y way
it can possibly be commmnicated
and in a way we cannot possibly [ive without.
For that is poetry.
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